INTRODUCTION
Sarcomatoid carcinoma is an uncommon tumor in the gastrointestinal tract [1] . These tumors have been reported in diverse sites including gallbladder [2] , stomach [3] , esophagus [4] and colon [5] , but are only rarely reported in the small intestine [1, 6, 7] . Outcome is poor in patients with sarcomatoid carcinoma, because patients usually present with large tumor at extended stages [1] . We report a case of a 62-year-old man with sarcomatoid carcinoma involving the small intestine and review the relevant literature.
CASE REPORT
A 62-year-old man was admitted to Konyang University Hospital due to abdominal pain experienced for one month. His personal and family histories were unremarkable. Physical examination revealed generalized abdominal tenderness. Laboratory tests revealed anemia (hemoglobin, 5.9 g/dL; hematocrit, 18.7%) and neutrophilia (13.0 × 10 3 /μL). Liver and renal function tests were unremarkable.
Examination by esophagogastroduodenoscopy and colonoscopy showed no abnormal findings. Abdominal computed tomography (CT) scan showed wall thickening of the small intestine. A small bowel series showed complete segmental fold effacement of the ileum (Fig. 1) . No thesurgery.or.kr [1, 6, 7] . In Korea, only one case of small intestinal sarcomatoid carcinoma has been reported in the duodenum [9] .
Clinically, sarcomatoid carcinoma in the small intestine seems to be a disease that affects elderly patients, presenting at a mean age of 57 years [1] . Presenting symptoms include: abdominal pain, intestinal obstruction, palpable abdominal mass, gastrointestinal bleeding, and anemia [6, 7, 10] . In the present case, the patient had abdominal pain and anemia.
Histologically, sarcomatoid carcinoma may appear with a biphasic or monophasic pattern [1] . The first choice of therapy for a solid tumor is always surgical resection. Surgery is an effective treatment for sarcomatoid carcinoma of the small intestine [1, 7] . Neither radiotherapy nor chemotherapy contributes to the survival rate [1] . However, due to the high malignancy of sarcomatoid carcinoma, many patients are diagnosed with the tumor at a late stage and die due to metastasis [1, 7, 11] . The duration of survival is generally only a few months [1, 7] .
In this case, although the patient was treated with adjuvant chemotherapy, the tumor recurred within three months after surgery. Informing the patient of the aggressive biological behavior of the tumor and careful follow-up would be necessary for patients.
In summary, we present a case of sarcomatoid carcinoma in the small intestine. As small intestinal sarcomatoid carcinoma demonstrates highly aggressive behavior, radical surgery and short-term follow up are recommended.
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